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The analysis of history and geography of the country from an environmental point of view, show that Colombia was a country of jungles, savannas, wetlands, moors and no deserts. However because of land use that the society has given to those 
territories and their natural resources throughout history, much of these ecosystems have 
been replaced by pastures, crops, human settlements and infrastructure.
7KLVKDVOHIWREYLRXVFRQVHTXHQFHVOLNHQRWLFHDEOHUHGXFWLRQRIKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJSRV-
sibilities, wood scarcity, impoverished soils, deregulation of water and climate cycles, 
biodiversity decrease and some ecosystems destruction threats. Paradoxically, our soil 
LPSRYHULVKPHQWKDVQRWHQULFKHG WKHJHQHUDOSRSXODWLRQH[FHSWVRPHSHRSOHEHQH¿W
from this exploitation).
Ecologists propose three premises about the processes of ecosystems transformation1 in 
Colombia:
• 6RFLHW\LQÀXHQFHVWKHQDWXUH the human being has led ecosystems transformation 
and deterioration.
• 1DWXUH LQÀXHQFHV LQVRFLHW\ HFRV\VWHPVDQGQDWXUDO UHVRXUFHV LQÀXHQFH ODQGXVH
and their economic and social future.
• 7UDQVIRUPDWLRQVLQGXFHGE\VRFLHW\LQQDWXUHDUHUHYHUVHGRQVRFLHW\DQGYLFHYHUVD 
WKHFRXQWU\HFRV\VWHPVWKDWZH¿QGWRGD\DUHWKHUHVXOWRIVRFLDOSROLWLFDODQGHFR-
nomic processes and the current state of the ecosystems will affect and determine 
these same processes in the future.
$FFRUGLQJWR0DUTXH]UHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQVRFLHW\DQGHFRV\VWHPVWKURXJKRXW
the last 500 years in our country is explained by the following stages:
• Resources abundance and labor shortage (conquest and the colonial phase).
• Balance between resources decrease, while population increases (end of colony and 
early independence).
• Transition to resource scarcity and abundance of labor (late 19th century).
1 Transformation: changes in the structure and functioning of natural ecosystems, replaced by others with different 
environmental offer.
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• Land abundance and natural resources scarcity with labor excess (current situation). 
Some authors, including Marquez, consider land concentration in a few people, as a 
consequence of natural resources abundance and small population in the early stages 
of Colombia history. A small part of the population was able to control and exploit the 
land and natural resources. This exclusionary appropriation was the generator of our 
XQUHVROYHGVRFLDOFRQÀLFWZKLFKKDYHPDQLIHVWHGLQPLJUDWLRQSRYHUW\DQGYLROHQFH
7KLVVLWXDWLRQKDVZRUVHQHGLQWKHODVW\HDUVEHFDXVHRIWKHPRGL¿FDWLRQLQQDWXUDOUH-
sources - labor relation. Natural resources have declined while population has increased, 
with social structures that persist and others whose changes have been dramatic. This 
approach shows a close connection between the initial natural resources abundance and 
their appropriation and destruction pattern along its history with the social, economic 
and political situation nowadays.
In the future, Colombia can confront an absolute scarcity of renewable and non-re-
newable resources because of environmental deterioration, excessive population and 
increasing demand for environmental services, such as air, water and soil, deepening so-
cial inequities. This scenario must face the nation to search harmony between economic 
needs and social development with an adequate resources management (sustainable de-
velopment). To achieve this goal, education and training are fundamental. 
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